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At the core of a Marian University student’s college experience is what happens in the classroom whether these 

classrooms are online, in Marian Hall, in the community, in clinical settings, on the athletic field, on a bus to Alabama, 

or across the English countryside.  It is in the classroom that ideas are born, beliefs challenged, and lives changed.  For 

Marian to develop students who can have a transformational influence in their community, we need to be intentional 

in the development of the learning experiences students encounter  

The core of our work is the Franciscan Values upon which the university is established.  As indicated in our Strategic 

Plan, this part of our identity should be “evident in our graduates.”  For this to occur, we need to provide our students 

the opportunity to live out the Values through course assignments and activities, where appropriate. We also need to 

model the Values and incorporate them into all aspects of our classrooms and our interactions with students.  To 

develop students who can have a transformational impact on their community, we must move beyond foundational 

expectations to develop well-designed courses which yield intentionally impactful, inclusive, and integrated learning 

experiences as described below.   

  

Inclusive  
For learning to occur, students must feel valued and included within the classroom.  When students feel included, 

they express ideas, they ask questions and they feel comfortable to be who they are.  Studies show that a feeling of 

safety, inclusion, and a sense of belonging contributes to successful learning, memory, and higher-order thinking.  

Other studies show that a sense of belonging and positive relationships with instructors positively impacts persistence 

and academic success.  

Inclusive classrooms are becoming increasingly vital, as more diversity is present within our student body.  Some 

diversity may be visible (e.g. race, gender expression, physical ability. etc.).  Other forms of diversity are not visible 



https://teaching.berkeley.edu/active-learning-strategies
https://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/peer-teaching/
https://teachingcenter.wustl.edu/resources/inclusive-teaching-learning/strategies-for-inclusive-teaching/
https://teachingcenter.wustl.edu/resources/inclusive-teaching-learning/strategies-for-inclusive-teaching/
http://www.onlineteachingtips.org/discussionboards.html
http://www.onlineteachingtips.org/discussionboards.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/understanding-implicit-bias-4165634
https://www.thoughtco.com/understanding-implicit-bias-4165634
http://www.accessola.com/osla/toolkit/Resources/Think%20Literacy%20-%20Group%20Roles.pdf
https://poorvucenter.yale.edu/ImplicitBiasAwareness
https://tilthighered.com/
https://tilthighered.com/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/116015/chapters/The-Key-Benefits-of-Choice.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/116015/chapters/The-Key-Benefits-of-Choice.aspx
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Application of Impactful 

Areas of 
Application 

Strategies Resources 

Instructional 
Strategies 

¶ High Impact Practices 

¶ Service Learning / Community-Based 
Learning 

¶ Active Lecturing 

¶ Problem-based learning 

¶ Case studies of real world problems and 
issues 

 

¶ High Impact Pedagogical 
Practices 

¶ Service Learning Checklist 

¶ Making Lectures More Active 

¶ Problem-Based Learning 

¶ Why & How Cases Promote 
Learning 

Course Content ¶ Choose content that shows relevance of 
topic to students’ lives outside of the 
class 

¶ Small Teaching: Making 

https://www.pfw.edu/dotAsset/8e6a9343-4a30-4c6a-990e-75c7e44d65ca.pdf
https://www.pfw.edu/dotAsset/8e6a9343-4a30-4c6a-990e-75c7e44d65ca.pdf
http://jces.ua.edu/a-checklist-for-implementing-service-learning-in-higher-education/
https://ctl.iupui.edu/Resources/Teaching-Strategies/Tips-for-Making-Lectures-More-Active
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/topics/online-learning/course-design-online-learning/tips-from-the-pros-problem-based-learning-for-heightened-student-engagement/
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/topics/preparing-to-teach/assignments/better-understanding-why-and-how-cases-promote-learning/
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/topics/preparing-to-teach/assignments/better-understanding-why-and-how-cases-promote-learning/
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Small-Changes-in-Teaching-/235230/
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Small-Changes-in-Teaching-/235230/
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1011&context=ij-sotl
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1011&context=ij-sotl
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/teaching-and-learning/honoring-and-challenging-students-beliefs/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/teaching-and-learning/honoring-and-challenging-students-beliefs/
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/its-worth-discussing/giving-students-assignments-they-hate/
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/its-worth-discussing/giving-students-assignments-they-hate/
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/topics/teaching-strategies/motivating-students/challenging-changing-fixed-mindsets-in-the-classroom/
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/topics/teaching-strategies/motivating-students/challenging-changing-fixed-mindsets-in-the-classroom/
https://tilthighered.com/
https://tilthighered.com/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/116015/chapters/The-Key-Benefits-of-Choice.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/116015/chapters/The-Key-Benefits-of-Choice.aspx
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/for-those-who-teach/multiple-choice-tests-pros-cons/
https://www.teachingprofessor.com/for-those-who-teach/multiple-choice-tests-pros-cons/


https://www.aacu.org/publications-research/periodicals/creating-common-ground-common-reading-and-first-year-college
https://www.aacu.org/publications-research/periodicals/creating-common-ground-common-reading-and-first-year-college
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/01/30/helping-students-identify-connections-their-college-education-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/01/30/helping-students-identify-connections-their-college-education-opinion
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/course-design-ideas/how-a-course-map-puts-you-on-track-for-better-learning-outcomes/
https://marianedu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mkheiry_marian_edu/EYwJRLCwas5Hkvrl-i9AJRgB_Q_esL0L4SadYbGoZOIQ8g?e=h2gJk0
https://marianedu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mkheiry_marian_edu/EYwJRLCwas5Hkvrl-i9AJRgB_Q_esL0L4SadYbGoZOIQ8g?e=h2gJk0
https://tilthighered.com/
https://tilthighered.com/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/116015/chapters/The-Key-Benefits-of-Choice.aspx

