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American Modernism developed 
between the two world wars 
and is marked by a distrust of 
cultural and political institutions, 
disillusionment with the status 
quo, and experimentation in 
form. Later twentieth century 
American literature often 
critiques the construct of a 
prosperous America, the leader 
of the free world, to protest 
against the military-industrial 
complex, the increasing 
corporatization of the American 
economy, and the restriction of 
gender roles.
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